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AN EXPERIMENT IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 
CONDUCTED BY THE ROSENBERG LIBRARY, GALVESTON 
Carlton Lamar Wallis, Librarian 


One of the projects designed to arouse public interest for the 


m™ Rosenberg Library's Great Issues campaign for October was a public o- 


» Pinion poll conducted by the library. The ewig for the month was 
= "How Much World Government?", the first of A.L.A. "Great Issues." 





2 The questionnaire was a mimeographed sheet of green paper, with 
ra drawing of the globe shaped like a bomb with a lighted fuse and the 


7 words "The Great Issues" printed in large letters across the sketch. 


fs The five issues were lettered on zig-zag, radio wave-length lines, all 
» radiating from the American section of the globe. Underneath the 

» drawing wore typed two questions with multiple choice answers. One of 
# the questions asked which of these proposals the citizen favored: "The 
| UN to be continued and the U.S. to give it whole-hearted support"; “the 
| U.S. to give up its sovereignty to join a world federation, aie 

» that all nations did the same’; ‘the U.S. to form a union now with 

» England and the western democracies’, or ‘the U.S. to maintain greater 
) military power than any other nation." A third question asked what 

| type of program the citizen would prefer to see on the issue and gave 

» the choices of a movie, a lecture, or a roundtable discussion. No sig- 


ees were requested, but blanks were provided for occupation, age, 
'and sex. 




















The Volunteer Service Bureau of the Junior Welfare League agreed 
to furnish workers to take the poll. Some questionnaires were dis- 
tributed to housewives in the home neighborhoods of the workers; others 
were given out in downtown stores and offices; and a few were given to 
people on the streets. The library mailed ten questionnaires to each 
of twenty-five clubs and organizations selected to give a fair cross- 
Section of the population. Over half of these were completed by organ- 
izations ranging from a boilermakers' local to the Writer's Club. Ne- 
gro school teachers, D.A.R.'s, Rotarians, American Legionnaires, and 
Others were asked for a sampling of their membership's opinion. And 
some questionnaires were completed by borrowers at the library. 


The overwhelming majority of results favor continuing the UN as 
the only instrument for peace even though to date many expressed doubt 
that it could succeed. A large number indicated, while favoring the 
UN, that they wished America to stay stronger militarily than any other 
nation. Those who favored America's joining a federation in which she 
would relinquish her sovereignty were in the minority. 
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AN EXPERIMENT IN COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP (Continued) 


A larga majority of the people polled indicated that they would 
like to attend a public discussion of the subject. Accordingly, the 
Rosenberg Library arranged a panel discussion with two women from the 
League of Women Voters to speak for the UN and to oppose two men who 
favored world government. One of the men was an official representa- 
tive of the United World Federalists of Houston. This activity at- 
tracted a good-sized audience. During the month the library also 
showed two films, "The Charter of the United Nations" and "Our Shrink- 


ing World," to all high school history classes of the city, to a club 
and to a church group. 


The entire project was an excellent example of library-community 
cooperation to focus community attention on vital problems. 
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HERBERT P. GAMBRELL OF DALLAS WINS AWARD 
OF TEXAS INSTITUTE OF LETTERS 


The $1,000 award given annually by the Texas Institute of Letters for 
the best Texas book of the year was made on November 12th to Herbert P. 
Gambrell for Anson Jones: the Last President of Texas. Mr. Gambrell 
is@ professor at Southern Methodist University and is Director of the 
Daj+as Historical Society. The prize money is the gift of Carr P. 
Collins, Dallas business leader. . .. Vance Johnson, Washington corre- 
spondent for the San Francisco Chronicle, won the $500 prize for runner 
up, given by the Dallas News, for his book Heaven's Tableland. A prize 
of $250, given by the McMurray Book Store for the best Texas first 
novel of the year, was awarded to David Westheimer, of Houston, for 
Summer on the Water. The $100 poetry prize offered by the Daedalian 


Quarterly of the Texas State College for Women went to Mrs. Vaide S. 
Montgomery of Dallas. 
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WANT TO KNOW HOW TO MAKE CHRISTMAS WREATHES AND OTHER GREENERY -- FREE? 


Texas Forest Service, A. & M. College, College Station, offers to send 
libraries three mimeographed bulletins. 
Christmas Greenery: how to select and gather greenery for making 
wreathes, centerpieces, evergreen roping, et al.; 
Simple and complete directions for making same; 
and how to treat tree leaves -- snow, frost, color. 
Rainbow Flames: how to make a mighty pretty fire in your fireplace. 
Treating Pine Cones for Decorative Purposes: how to do what it says. 
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NEW LIBRARY WORKBOOK FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 


Leila Campbell and Louise Knight, librarians at the Gladewater High 
School, have published a workbook for students, A Student's Guide on 
How to Use a Library. Copies may be purelased from the Benton Review 
Publishing Company, Ine., Fowler, Indiana, or from Wilcox & Follett 


Company, 1255 South Webnash Avenue, Chicago 5, Illinois. The price is 
2S cents plus postage, 
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BRAZORIA COUNTY LIBRARY 
Bernice Margaret Hurst, County Librarian 


Last month Texas Libraries carried a description of the Bexar Coun- 
ty Free Library, the first in alphabetical place on our list of Texas 
county libraries. In this issue the library-of-the-month is Brazoria 
County Library, under the leadership of Bernice Hurst. 





Consideration of the two libraries immediately shows marked diffe 
ences in organization, services, and operating conditions caused chief~ 
ly by basic differences in the characters of the two counties. Bexar 

s dominated by the city of San Antonio; Brazoria is a county of rela- 
fiveny small towns surrounded by large rural areas. Bexar operates 

ts library under contract with the San Antonio Public Library; Bra- 
zoria's library is a direct instrument of the Commissioners Court. 
Bexar can depend on the extensive collections and reference services of 
the San Antonio Public Library; Brazoria must depend largely upon its 
own resources, supplemented to some extent by loans from other libra- 
ries. While the Bexar County Library has four professionally trained 
librarians, Miss Hurst is the only person on her staff who has a libra- 
ry school background. On-the-job training makes library assistants 

out of several women who have come to her from other kinds of work. 

The Library, in this small but *-althy Gulf Coast county, serves an 
entire county with books and relatcd materials, not just the rural ar@ 
surrounding a big city, such as San Antonio. Instead of bookmobile 
service alone, the Brazoria County Library uses all the typical county 
library means of getting reading matter to its people. There is a 
sizable headquarters collection in a county buiiding in Angleton, the 
county seat; and along with it are reading and reference rooms and ger 
eral services for the residents of that town. A feature of the head- 
quarters service is a $10,000 collection of films which the county 
schools pay for, and which Miss Hurst helps select, preview, care for 
and distribute. Primarily these films and projectors are used in the 
schools, but more and more they are being lent to outside groups and 

to individuals, and more films with adult appeal are being selected. 


The cities of Alvin and Freeport, the latter a part of a municipal 
area known as Brazosport, have their own full-time branches with at- 
tractive, permanent quarters, and with local assistants under the Li- 
brarian's supervision. There are three stations, in smaller communi- 
ties, two in homes and one in a cafeteria, where small collections of 
books are left and are frequently changed. 


Last, and perhaps most important of the Brazoria Library's servi« 
units is its handsome big bookmoliile. It is a two-ton International 
truck, with a custom-built school bus type body, equipped with inside 
shelving and cabinet work to carry two thousand volumes, as well as 
magazines, films, a projector, and card records. One of the headquar- 
ters assistantsis officially bookmobile librarian, and with another 
woman to help her, she or Miss Hurst makes an average of five trips 
each week. They cover every part of the county, with stops at twenty- 
two schools and twenty communities where both adults and children se- 
lect their reading matter. Some of the stops are at night. Once a 
month the unit goes to an isolated, sparsely settled section farmed by 
& colony of Americans with Bohemian backgrounds. At the opposite end 
of the county the truck rolls up to the hospital owned by the Dow Chem 
ical Company, and takes books and films to the staff and to the pa- 
tients. Bookmobile service varies so widely that the girls report 
there is never a dull hour. 
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BRAZORIA COUNTY LIBRARY (Continued) 


Completeness in the Brazoria County Library is far from a reality. 
In the first ten years of its life good beginnings have been made, and 
high aims are kept before staff and citizens. But the appropriation -- 
a little less than $30,000 this year -- is very low to cover all the 
services that are now attempted. Expansion into new areas, such as 
branches for several other towns, special reference services for the 
important and growing chemical industries, and trained work with chil- 
dren @niyoung people must wait on an expanded budget. Brazoria is one 
of the wealthiest of the Texas counties, with an assessed valuation of 
over $125,000,000. At the legal five-cent ceiling, an appropriation of 
Bets $63,000 a year for the library is possible. For the 55,000 peo- 





le living in Brazoria, all actual or potential users of the library's 
aried offerings, this amount of money would mean about $1.15 each and 
would approximate the $1.50 per capita which the national standards sei 
for minimum service. At least a quarter of the people in a county 
served by a library ought to be taking advantages of the serices for 
which they are paying taxes. So far about one-eighth of the Brazorians 
have become active, registered borrowers. Money isn't everything; but 
in a library, it pays salaries of badly-needed assistants, trained or 
untrained. It buys more books and magazines and films and records. It 
keeps more bookmobiles on the highways for longer hours. 





This, in brief, is the Brazoria County Library system, one which 
can be duplicated with variations hundreds of times through the coun- 
try as a whole, but all too seldom in Texas. Forty orfifty of our two 
hundred and fifty-four counties have appropriations from their Commis- 
sioners Courts for support of headquarters library services. About 4 
dozen of the county libraries carry books out to some of their people, 
primarily to the school children, with bookmobiles or with librarians’ 
private cars. Several systems have a few permanent branches or deposit 
stations in the larger towns. Two or three are venturing into collec- 
ting and using films and records in addition to books and magazines. 
But complete, county-wide library service hes not yet been achieved. 








Texas Libraries salutes Brazoria County and its fine library. It 
congratulates Miss Hurst on her first ten years of productive work. It 
sends & bon voyage to that Library-on-wheels as it rolls out onto the 


highways for its second year of taking books to the people of Brazoria 
County. 
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NEWS OF TEXAS LIBRARIES 
ABILENE 


Roy Bedicheck, famous naturalist-author, spoke at the Book Week Festi- 
val of the Oscar H. Cooper chapter of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women. He urged cooperation with the Texas Library Associatia 
and the Texas Friends of Libraries in their support of the State Libra 
ty's request for an anriual appropriation of $200,000 tor state-wide lt- 
brary development purposes. 
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NEWS OF TEXAS LIBRARIES (Continued) 


DENISON 


While the new Denison public library building is being erected, the li- 
prary is open for business in the Kraft building. These temporary 
quarters are being donated by Jack Barrett, Denison business leader. 


DENTON 


The Denton Lions Club has begun a campaign to raise $8,000 to equip the 
recently completed City-County library building. The city, after com- 
leting the building, did not have sufficient funds to furnish the in- 
erior of the building and the Lions Club plans to do the job. 


EL PASO 


The City Library Board and the City Plan Commission have chosen a4 site 
for the proposed Five-Points branch and have named the architect. May- 
or Ponder estimates that some $35,000 will be available for the build- 
ing. The Five-Points Lion's Club in cooperation with the Public 
Schools showed a decided need and desire for a branch of the Public Li- 
brary in the area. The Club conducted a survey which determined that 
18,530 residents of the area want a branch library. Only 5,739 have 
library cards now. There will be over 12,800 new borrowers. A break- 
down of the 18,500 potential users shows: 10,731 adults, 3,403 teen- 
age readers, and 4,196 boys and girls. 


ENNIS 


The Ennis Library Board is seeking more "Library Friends". The city 
provides library space in the City Hall and appropriates $50 a month 
toward the librarian's salary. Additional funds must come from contri- 
bution. Reports are coming in that the citizens of Ennis are re- 
sponding well to the plea for assistance. The need for funds is empha- 
sized by the story told of the meeting of a well-wisher with a member 
of the board. The board member was asked, “Are you seriously in need 


of money?" The reply was, "Well, we're down to 66 cents -- what do 
you think?" 





FORT WORTH 


Joseph 8S. Ibbotson, Librarian of the Fort Worth Public Library reports 
that a number of adult and juvenile activities are being conducted by 
the library. Among them are: 


18 lectures on the history of music by Howard Griffin, sponsored 
jointly by the Fort Worth Art Association and the Library. 


Fort Worth Book Fair sponsored by the Library, the Children's 
Museum and the book stores of the city, with focus of attention 
on the exhibit of new books to be arranged on three floors of 
the public library according to interest groupings. 


A program of book reviews, stories and radio broadcasts was given 
during the two week period, November 12-27. 











NEWS QF TEXAS LIBRARIES (Continued) 
| GLADEWATER 


The first post-war meeting of the East Texas Oil Field Librarians As- 
sociation was held on Sunday, November 7th. Mrs. Orrline Shippey of 
White Oak was elected president of the reorganized group. About 20 
East Texas librarians attended. 











GREENVILLE 


The observance of National Book Week was focused on aid to the Cur- 
negie Library, and individuals and groups were urged to donate books 
xg funds to purchase books. 


HUNTINGTON 


The Huntington Memorial Library Fund has an additional $1,095 as a re- 
sult of the Hallowe'en carnival held on the high school campus. 


LANCASTER 


The facts of inflation were made plain when the Building Committee of 
the Veterans Memorial Library opened the only two bids submitted for 
erection of the building and found $17,000 and $19,000 bids on a build- 
ing they had hoped to erect for $10,000. The Committee is trying to 
solve the dilemma by a two-front attack; it is inviting additional 
gifts while trimming the original plans. When cash-on-hand equals 
cost, the building will be built. 


















LONGVIEW 


Mrs. Orrline Shippey, White Oak Librarian, has been asked to partici- 
pate in a program sponsored by the American Library Association in 
which teachers from five outstanding schools in the Southwest will com- 
pile a list of activities for a library handbook. The purpose of the 

handbook will be to foster greater teacher use of the library. 


McKINNEY 





The McKinney Memorial Public Library was dedicated with appropriate 
ceremonies on November llth. It is a memorial to all Collin County 
veterans. The home for the library was made possible through an ini- 


tial donation given by the late Mrs. Mury E. Boyd and through contri- 
butions of individual interested citizens. 


MARLIN 


The Friends of the Library are conducting their annual drive for funds 
with which to operate the library. The goal this year is $3,500. 
Heretofore, Dr. Bolivar Falconer has kept the library going by as- 
Suming about half the maintenance costs; now the members and friends 
must assume complete responsibility for maintenance. 






























NFwWS OF YEXAS LIBRARIES 


On Sunday, November 7th, c0O people witnessed the unveiling of the A- 
merican Legion Auxiliary memorial book shelf by Mayor C. A. Huff at 
the City Library. The books, given by relatives and friends, were 
dedicated to the memory of all Gray County World War II servicemen. 


RANGER 


Members of the city commission and the city secretary have given the 
latest edition of Webster's New International Dictionary to the Ranger 
‘Community Library. 


SAN ANGELO 


Lois Lenski, popular children's author, has given several sets of her 
books to the Tom Green County Library and three Sgn Angelo schools. 
She recently spent four months in the San Angelo area gathering mate- 
rial for forthcoming books. 


SUNRAY 


Sunray's new public library was formally opened on October 24th. War 
surplus buildings were moved from Pampa Army Air Field and converted 
for library use. Members of the Sunray Lions Club spearheaded the 
community enterprise. 


TAYLOR 
Mrs. Elmore Torn has been named librarian of the Taylor Public Libra- 
ry to be reopened soon. The books and equipment have been moved from 
the City Hall to a building on the Taylor High School grounds. 

TYLER 


The City Council has appointed a library board to establish a library 
in the high school building. No money was appropriated. 


UVALDE 


As usual El Progresso Club conducted a literary contest this year in 
observing Book Week, Any child in any of the schools of the Uvalde 
Independent School District was eligible to enter the contest. The 
subject for this year's papers was: "Some Book Characters I would 
Like to Invite to a Party and Why." 
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TEXAS STATE Ligne!" 


Austin, Texps 


Department of Library Science 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 





